
Marymoor Park - Proposed Dog Services Rule Comments:  
November 12, 2010 – January 31, 2011 

 
Topic Comment Number of 

occurrences 
Permit Fee   
 Fee too high 7 
 Permit fee discriminates against a certain group of users. 2 
 Fee should be based on number of dogs, time in the park, 

proportional to impact, not a flat fee. 
11 

 Not legal. 4 
 Lower fee would encourage better compliance 1 
 Dog Walkers are not vendors or concessionaires so should not 

have to get special permit and pay extra fees. 
3 

 Permit fee is just a way for King County to make money. 5 
 Permit not necessary. Dog walkers are not a problem. 4 
 All users should be charged a daily or annual fee for use of 

the off-leash area. 
9 

 Some of fee should go to S.O.D.A. 3 
 Permit is good idea--dog walking businesses should pay more  

to use park for commercial purpose, as other businesses in 
park do. 

6 

 $800 fee is ok 1 
 Dog walkers are getting charged twice—once as taxpayers 

and again with the permit fee.  
 

3 

 Charge out-of-County businesses more than local dog 
walkers.  

1 

 Consider option to share permit. 3 
 Do not allow businesses to share permit.  1 
 Consider lower fee the first couple years of new rule. 1 
 Lower fee will promote higher compliance. 1 
 Do not charge for ‘hobby’ walkers or ‘nanny’ walkers (few 

dogs, limited visits) 
2 

 Supports rule with lower fee 6 
 Charge $500, payable with stewardship hours  1 
Impact of New 
Rule 

  

 Permit will increase problems. 1 
 Fees and cost of insurance will have unintended 

consequences: Drives some walkers ‘underground’. 
1 

 Permit discourages small business. 6 
 Permit fee will increase price of service to customers.  3 
 S.O.D.A. financial support will go down.  3 
 Volunteer work for S.O.D.A. will go down. 3 
 Permit at Marymoor will drive dog walkers to other parks.  2 



 Fee will put some dog walkers out of business, especially 
with new Hwy 520 toll.  

5 

 All dog walkers penalized for the actions of a few.  4 
 High fee and insurance encourages dog walkers to bring more 

dogs per visit to pay the cost. 
1 

Benefits of Dog 
Walkers 

  

 Dog Walkers are good stewards of park. 4 
 Dog Walkers are good for economy. 2 
 Dog Walkers provide a needed service to the public. 8 
 Dog walkers reduce number of vehicles coming to park. 4 
Insurance   
 Insurance will cost too much.  6 
 Auto insurance requirements unreasonable and too expensive. 9 
 It is not possible to get the insurance language King County 

requires 
3 

 Insurance requirement is illegal 1 
 Insurance requirement is good idea.  1 
Stewardship Hours   

 Stewardship work requirement is illegal.  2 

 Do not require stewardship hours 8 
 Reduce stewardship hours. 7 
 Allow stewardship hours credit for various activities.  2 
 Stewardship hours must specific and monitored closely. 2 
 Recommend stewardship hours but don’t require it 1 
Enforcement & 
Compliance 

  

 Install an electronic gate with a card activated system 1 
 Require visible ID with photo and large letters 2 
 Vehicles should have ID 1 
 Walkers should wear vests with ID numbers and  color coded 

for full time or part time walkers 
3 

 Require dogs to wear collars with business cell phone 1 
 Post sign with phone number to report violators 1 
 Post list of businesses with permits in prominent location at 

dog-park. 
1 

 Penalties not clear. Develop clear penalties for non-
compliance. 

2 

 Self regulation would work 1 
 Self-regulation has not worked, will not work. Enforcement is 

important.  
2 

 Spot-checking should be adequate rather than constant 
surveillance 

1 

 What kind of enforcement will there be? Is it only self-
regulating 

2 



 Impose fine for non-compliance. 1 
 Revoke permit for non-compliance 3 
Number of dogs    
 Limit to 2  1 
 Limit to 4 1 
 Limit to 6 1 
 Limit to 8 1 
 Limit to 10 2 
 Limit number of dogs for first year 1 
 At 10 dogs require 2 handlers, or charge an impact fee 

 
1 

 All users should be limited in the number of dogs they can 
bring. 

1 

Hours of use   
 Do not restrict times of day or days of week for walkers to use 

park—spread out impact. 
2 

 Restrict times of day and days of week to allow regular users 
a time to visit when dog walkers will not be there. 

2 

Clean-up   
 No dog walker can pick-up after more than a few dogs. 6 
 Require dog walkers to pick-up 1-1.5 droppings per dog per 

visit. 
2 

 Develop an “Adopt a plot” system to give each dog walker a 
specific area to clean-up and be accountable for.  

1 

 Encourage 10-minute pick-up after walk and dogs back in 
vehicle 

1 

Other   
 Dog walkers should get extra services for paying the fee such 

as reserved parking, free or discounted parking, additional 
advertising rights in the park.  

8 

 Rules should apply to all users and be enforced for all.  3 
 Where is due process and appeal process in rule? 1 
 Require dog walkers to have pet first-aid training. 2 
 All local parks should adopt same rules so the rules are 

consistent.  
1 

 Limit number of permits issued 
 

1 

 Require dog-training skills certification 2 
 Establish reserved area for multi-dog folks 

 
1 

 Require a leash for every dog 1 
   
   

 


